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ON THE WHOLE, JAZZ FANS REWARD ABILITY AND EXECU­
TION, RATHER THAN IMAGE. 1suppose Jazz lovers do fetlshlze 
therr icons But most wou ld never stroke a head sheet - even fresh 
off Freddje Hubbard's music stand - In qUite the same way I saw a 
rabid PRINCE fan fondle some random fuzz that rained down from 
he s "ge during The Purple One's July appearance a he Montreal 

lntemationa11azz restival During the concert, Prince used ills 
ce1eorlty glamour to tum neophytes on to Jazz With a level 0 - suc­
cess that well·known Jam bands rarely adueve I was Jazz 
crossover for the Plasses, 

This ~r's festJval In Montreal had a low-key MJ.!es 

Prince, whkh was kind of like Pope John Paul rr play­
fig altar boy for an EpIScopalian priest Even If the 
wo mUSICians hadn t recorded together later, thlS episode alone 

endowed funce Wlth some degree ofJazz credibility. 
Prince took the Idea of playmg a Jazz festival literally. He and his 

15-pfece New PDwer Generation band opened the concert Wlth bIg 
Jazz fun· 90 minutes of open-ended ImproVlsations on angjna] 
Prince tunes such as The Ballad of Dorothy Parker and "Girls and 
Boys. He emphaslZed hIS connectlon 0 he mercurial MIles by 
dnftmg on and ofts age and otten tUImllg rus back on the audI­
ence while playing gul ar or eyboards. The crowd's unea'smess 

WIth Prince's jazzy dISplay became 
set Even at the Montreal Jazz Fes ", 

When PIInce re umed onstage ar. 
asked, ·Who was that on stage 10 rr ..-O_" .., 
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ence had been Walling to hear Ih­
cert's first half was replaced by al' r'm=-..:;~ 
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·C\'i am. and ·'Uptown· He rolled a ~ _~". ge during he 
crowd's orglas'uc response to Bealr.....,.., --'-'" Pn ce seemed 

DaVis theme. recognizmg what WQuld have been I lAS FOUR 1 -AND-TONICS ALO THE NPG 
Miles' 75th birthday There's a connectIOn be ween BAND A RIVED oVITH THEIR ENDANTS. 
PrInce and the Prince of Darlmess. Somewhere back THE ARTIST- ECENTIY-K"NOVVN-AG NeE 
In the '80S, Mlles once deigned to slt in and jam with STROLLED I T. A. RED-JUMPSU -OFAMAN. 

equally crafty In Ius dual roles of ,-_~~...' Jazz player and 
fan'i ulgmg pop star 

N ws 0 f\ after-show party. who: ld supposedly 
appear was leaked to me via a eel ;ch from a pubUcks1 
'rle d The party's top-secret site' -ted a the inter­
se- 10 of 51 Derus and Prince A w blocks from the 
concert venue I got there early e dn't need a pass I 
was our gln-and-tonlcs along w and arrive(l WI h 
their nubile attendants The Aras .vn·Agaln·As-

Prince stroUed m la SUl ed sprite 01 

Prince performing before the "top secret" after-show party at Montreal's Jai Bar. and Jus chops • 
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