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d	 II's very late on Friday ntght al Madiba, and the chel is onstBge doing a tribal striplBaS8 with the mstBurant's 

housa band, "You area magician: a patron calls out 10 him. She poin~ to her food, a plebeian plate of bean­
rice mash he's somehow transformed inlO something paJatablll. As Ihe chef reluctanltv dancas back to th 
kitchen to work some more magic, a teamwork-minded waiter has already hit Ihe stage and is gelting his 
own freak on with a gum boot go-go dance. 

Madjba, New York's only South African restaurant, is a typical ·shabeen" selling, a lavem/shack all 
puffed up wilh homespun pride- the walls themselves fealUre lots of animC\1 prints Bnd photos of Nalson 
Mandala, but Maditia's piece de resistance is a chandelier made out of antique Coke bottles, which owner 
Mark Henegan started collecting whan he saw The Gods Must8e Crazy 

Shebeens sprang up when blacks were restricted hum formal economic activity under apartheid. Cuttin' 
and contrivin' township folks sofd home bTl!W in their matchbox homes. and people gathered there III carouse, 
conduct business, debate pollllcs, or bet 00 lhe OllXt day's soccer mat.ch. The governmenl quicldy Dutlawed 8h 
beens, too. though they flourished Illegally as something like military-stale movable feasts-you only brought 
in what you could pack out dunng a police l1Iid. Even today,on Fort Greene's gentrified restaulilnlrow, Madiba' 
fun-house version feel5lika It's getting away with somlrtlling. In one way, il is: For three years, the pIacs has been 
luring in New Votil's top South African musicians for i~ SCilTldalously good Friday-nightAJI-star Shabeen Band 

The haart 01 tha band is accordionist Tony Cadres, the man behind some of the best-known sounds from 
South Africa -he played those opening parallel chDrds on -Boy in the Bubble" wilh Paul Simon on the Grace­
land tour The regular group is rounded aut by Sakithl Kumalo, the uncannily gifted bassist who also played 

1­	 with Simoni Morris Goldberg. the ssJUlphonist for Rosie O'Donnell's old studio group; and drummer Anton Fig 
t.	 from Letterman's house band, But the place is also the delault after-haulS jam for any Soulh African group 

in town, so you never know when ladysmith Bleck Mambazo will drtlp in, 
They start artlund nine, playing folk songs as dignified dinner music: Seated chamber-styla In a semidrcla, 

s- the group strips an old Miriam Makeba lUne down to lone voice with tambourine accompanrment; a melod­
'f) ically minded talking drum plaver strokes oUlthe entire chorus to a carnival song. Cedres trade.s off on banjo 

and gUItar, but it's his accQrdion that realty delines the anthemic Cape Town sound; he masterfully repro­
>t 
K 

duces the singing voices of South African chDrales with his sustained chords, Throughout the night. rhythms 
become more insistent. and the kilchen and wait staff start making bini-whistles while they wark. They grad­

J­ ually upgrade their participation to fuJl-out dancing and drumming, and by midnight the chef hlmselt is pop­
Ie ping out of the kitehan for his !l8UCY sideshow 
d !-fenagan, who will sometimes drag shy diners onstage, is possessed by an almost scary commitment 
f- to celebrating South AIrican culwre. Whsn the South African band Bongo Maffin came through town tor 
Ij. an S.0.8.'s gig last month, the group stopped by and made a hostel out of Madiba's bed and breakfast. 

Bongo Maffin didn't haw enough money to repair lhe starter in Its bus engine, so the driver kept il running 
] 
d 

continuously for three days while he and Henagan tag-teamed on gas runs at critical moments. "It was to­
(1 tally worth it," Henegan said. "Wilh all those musicians stuck here, Madiba's house band was really, really, 
1, exceptionally good that week," -MICHELLE MERCER 

in pxile. His Pllt~ny mailing promises 1.0 span 
like all ofhis writing. thfl J.)(lrsonal ,mil tho pl'llit­
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'DEVIANTS. ARISEl' Playwright Jilck Bump, v 
rtllnomclto be citlwrTom Murrin orTIlom, 
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