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The glamorous life?
 
Don't be fooled by the name: 
Glamoured finds Cassandra Wi Ison 
resolutely following her own muse 
By Michelle Mercer 

A
qUi k glance at the 
ltie and cover of 

Ca!;$<ll1dra \\ ibon" 
n'w album, Glam­

ul/red. raise; ollP,fairly ab· 
\'i us qu :llOn: 1- Ihi::: 
llt'tld:-tTong: enomlOlU,l ' 
gifTl;d _inger finally S1 
ing for the chart~? Th 
dazzlIng photo recall 
the come·hither glow uf 
Lauren Bacall in her 
prime; Ihe albu.m open. 
with a .'ring (uverandin­
dllde!'i remlitJolll' of \rilhe 
I 'e!' ns" 'razy" and Rob 
Dvlan' "La' Ladv La..": 
~d of cour~, th 're~' the 
runaway $Ul"C • - of Wi!· 
'ln' labelmate, \orah 

Jones. It ~ em~that main­
lreanuuc couJdha\ 

been he.! lor the a..'\kmg at 
\;rtuaJ.)y any point dunng" 
\\'ilwn'l'two-da:ad long 
C"dfCCf, yet she has ah'l"'d) marched 
to th bea uf her own drummer. I.: 
nOI\" h t:i.me? 

lna word: nopt', Wit-,onM'1l ,\ . 
beenun lo take theobwlU. route, 
nd thIS album is no excepllun: l 

turm. out ::;he mt:an!; to r • tore 
glamour to Its ngmal Gaelic mean­
mg, "Way back. before gWmulir 
came to m an 'glitlY: It descnb d 
a dardrl>am stat ',~ , he explain, , 
"'i\'hen you're nlUght for a coupl 
cecunds \\ ith your ey ,'upen, bu 

"I don't pay attention to people
 
who don't I"ke my music."
 

looking at IImhing, That', the 
. ta e I'm In on. tage and in th 
tudio: meditative ab orptlOn, 

hypnotized. under th influence," 
.-\ imilar mt::Sln rizing \'ibe, ufo 

till: h album, WiL n'· fifTh for 
Bill ote, Itcontinu thdunllula 

• thai earned her a I3estJazz \'ocali t 
Grammy for 1995' Nfl(' .VOCJl/ 

- Dougllf /"usmgWil: Il':::jazzpedi· 
o gree to trans.fi rm ----{)ft ndra Tical­

Iy-some unlik )y son~ iot ne\\ 

bel'detractlJffi. "Idon't pay anention 
upeopl who d n't hke ffi) mu, ic 

anymore: .hel:1a) ,;vi houta him 
(If bittern ',"j don' really ~ el 
I; mfunable ill] 'I pur mye),,-peri· 
enc - in -idl' Ih\' mll:,tic." Thi. atU· 
tud may rellee \\ ilson reaching a 
new plan\:' of Rfdf-ac lali7.ation and 
confidencr', but it i al probably a 
rear ion olhepolarizedcrirll-alre­
'p no' she hal'- long recel\'ed. La:> 
year, after thl relea' of /3rlly uf the 

:tandarcb. 'TIle album has a blu v 
1ll00ld _1m) Jar to thaI of her la~t reo 
lua~, 2002' [idly uf lite /lll. bm 
n .: producer Fabrizio i IXell}, 
Fox)' Brown) lend::: the set a JIll)l~ 

contemporary und; h~ m11u nee 
i' pecially.;] af on Ih soft 
nPOroul uriginal'What 1 I ?" 

- urpn,;ingly, thisodd conflutm 
f 1.'1 me.ntsfwl-ffimpletdynatur­

aJ in iL'> eXt:L'Ulion: the album has an 
se tbatrt1l t~ rhe:i.lllger's indif 

ference mthe anal\'Sl;:S and barb:; ()( 

,'/til, Tilln named hl:f '~'\meril:a',­
Best inger:" altheother end (the 
>PeCtrUIll, ThL' ,V fI Fork Times' 
,dam hal/. attacked he 0 as 
"shall! wmoodmusir':' 

Glamnun'r/ b Iik Iy to pn \ ke 
imilarly disparate reaction, ,but I 

shows that tbesinger'_ :oongwriring 
kill. .in partiCtLlar. are:harpff than 

l'\ : Her:o>ixorigma!. reflec'l hede­
gree to which she' abs<lrbed tl € 

I:Ia ie:- :;he's ll:l\'end. 011 h r la. t 
album, l'he - ng Tom Johlrn', 
"\\'atel': u( larch"; oneoI III new 

record'- (".mel lit trarks];; 
"Heaven Know,,: bl:fu\\ 1 

bossa om'a, "[ Im- doing 
c lvers,and Iha\'ea certain 
cumfort with takmg 11gS 
and rearranging lhl:'m," 
~beadmit ,"nut Iwant to 
do all Originalsull my ne..\.'t 
record-l need to ehal­
Jenj.;emy. If." 

lIer car er hao:. en 
nothing Ii Ilot a lieIlPS of 
~ If·impu~ challeng 
Bon in Jackson, Ml. '150­

-Jppl, \\'ill'Oll came tll )le\\ 

York in 19 2 and be '".tn 
working WI h jazz mu. i­
oans. bber LinL'Oln (whll 
\\ uld become Ill'rmenltJr) 
and Dave Holland. , he 
h n wak on the difficult 
a k of performing' \\ Ith 
M·Base.animpro,i: ri n­
a1 funk·jazr.rollaii\ (' lha 
had lilll room for a \'oml­
isl. II', a mle 'h credit:­
with 'hapmg h 'r di:tinc­

llveSI) It'. ~l wouldn't beabletu 11g­

he way 1do no\\ if rhadn't gone 
through Ihal period wirh },l-Base:' 
:-he say.. ~It had a htIgl? impact on 
my phrdbing and aml.Ogl'men 'on 
Ih way I turn S{)n~ t1p:ilde down.... 

Mter rt'1t:a~ill~ :>t'"\' ral solo al­
bum , "'il'nn hit h tride with 
IW2'- Bllt Lighl TI7 Daw11, which 
(amonR ' v ra) offbeat COVeTS) 

iound ht:rrellltellJrenng the bluesof 
hrr birthplace, • i.milarly. she r '. 
turn, to anoth r key IOJluem:e n 
(;/amoum]: Linroln,~'h ' ''Throw 
I way" i:, tb album'· losing 
crack. The. ng'~ antitnatenaJil t 
the-me &:eJll:; an apt metaphor for 
Wilson' 'allirudetoward fa11k', 

"r\'e loved 'Throw It A\\~dY' {ora 
long tim\:' bccau:;e ()f lht: refrain: 
'You can ne\'t~r I , a hmg if it be­
long-Io you:" h says. "I have i '. 
, ues \\ith lo:-.ing , uff, and the.:: ng 
ha: helped me to \\ rk my way 
through It: YOll just \\'a lk av,<l) and 
say.'H y,it'. gtJne,'Flecall5e) uean 
lose e\'erything-except youfl'eIC 

GlamoiJred Is out now on 
Blue Note. 
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